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Odds ‘n’ Sods |Next Month, in The 
Farr Post... 


Reading through the Weekly Telegraph just 
before Christmas , it seems that some clubs 
don’t have problems attracting supporters to 
their stadiums. When Real Madrid played 
Barcelona at the Bernebeu stadium recently, 
no less than 106,000 spectators turned up to 
see Madrid win 2 - 0, extending their 
unbeaten run to 16 games. Goals from 
Croation Davor Suker and Montenegran 
Pedrag Mijatovic secured the points for 
Madrid. 


Strikers v Sydney United. Match reports from 
the two crucial top-of-the-table clashes. 


A Close look at the new XXXX Premier 
League, which kicks off in March. 


An Introduction to The Bundaberg Waves. 
So, how many more people are 
getting sick of Les and Johnny 
telling us what’s right and 
wrong with our game in this 
country ? 

We all know that we need more 
media exposure. The daft thing 
is, that if and when we do get 
that exposure there certainly 
won’t be jobs for those pair ! 


Thanks to all contributors for your efforts. The response fo The Farr 
Post is getting better with every issue. This month | have had a great 
pool of articles to draw from, so if yours is not one of them don’t worry, 
there’ll be room next month. That’s not to say that we don’t want more. 
We're always on the lookout for new articles to print, and have had 
enquiries from as far away as Israel, England, and the U.S.A. 
We especially thank our readers and contributors from outside 
Queensland, for wanting to know what's happening up here, and 
encourage them to carry on writing to us. 
There is pressure from a number of people to make The Farr Post 
more frequent than monthly, and we are 
looking at how much time and effort will be The Farr Post, 
needed for this. So watch this space... c/- SportsPrint 
PO Box 478, 


Bulimba, 
QLD 4171. 


Match reports from the Optus World Soccer Series. 
Australia v Korea and New Zealand v Norway. 


The February 1997 issue (number 5) will be 
lon sale at the first round games of the 
Foundation Foods Silver Boot Competition, 
and at the Strikers home game against 
!Adelaide City on February 1st that same 
weekend. 


The opinions given within these pages are those of the 
individual contributors, and The Farr Post accepts no 
responsibility if people don’t like reading the truth. 


Che Farr Post === 


by G.K. 


aay : 
im going to ask everyone to come down 


February 1997 
Number 5 
The Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland Monthly 


Bumper 24 page issue 


What price an 
Australian cap ? 


A Single, 
Solitary Dollar ! 


for just one moment from the euphoria 
of Australia winning the Optus World 
Soccer Series 4 nations tournament with 
was an emphatic win against the 
ones from Norway. Before the kick- 
asked myself how many of the 
sustralian players on show would be 
ed by Terry Venables when it came 
crunch of qualifying for the World 
finals. 
myself the hard, cold facts . . . that our 
-30 players (is it more ?) are playing in 
.. leagues overseas. If 

prevail then E] Tel will surely pi issi i 
ees Ta vill iy pick Mission Impossible I! (Page 6). 

for a wonderful summer of football fepg: : 
Ft year Minor Premiers” or “League 
happens to those Australian based Champions” ? (Page 4) 

who have toiled against the Fijis, ; 
and Tahitis in our conference ? If our 
Players (and I hate using that term) 
picked from overseas then surely logic 
id have it that you would have to 
i the “best Australian side”, and 
Worthy recipients of an Australian 
© understand that I am not 
@ting the efforts of the players 


8 page section on the new XXXX 
Premier League (Page 9). 


What’s Wrong with football in 


ued on Page 2 
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What Price an 


Aussie cap ? 
from page 1 


involved in winning the 4 nations tournament, 
I’m simply trying to put things in perspective. 
The question that has to be asked is “do these 
players deserve a full Australian cap 7?” Pm 
firmly of the belief that an Australian cap 
should go to the top team representing our 
country. If, as said before, the top 20 or 30 
players are out of the country and were not 
called upon to take part in the tournament how 
can we call the Australian side that played the 
“best? one ? Sure, they are the best Australian 
side available at the time. But should they be 
entitled to a full cap or should they not ? 
Most countries and sports have second teams, 
(eg soccer, cricket, and rugby) that are chosen 
for non-important tournaments and tours etc. , 
but f ull caps are not gained for these players 
for participation in these teams. For example in 
the World Series Cricket last seasons Australia 
“A” side would NOT have received a full cap 
for competing in the World Series tournament. 
What we are doing is bringing to the fore an 
Australia “A” and an Australia “B” side which 
dupes the football public. If we pay our money 
we want to see the best sides available playing 
for Australia. We will see them during World 
Cup qualifying time, but spare a thought for the 
blokes who got us this far. 
One sideline to the showing of our best local 
players on a world stage is that the agents will 
be lining up at Mathew Bingleys door. It won’t 
be too long before the “white-booted one” will 
be gracing some overseas competition with his 
talents, and a fat agent gets fatter on the 
proceeds . 
The question that I want you all to think about 
is, “Do they deserve a full cap for the effort ?”. 
I look forward to your comments on this 
subject, as do all the staff at The Farr Post. 


(GK) 
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Editorial 


Already 1997 is turning out to be a 
great year for football in this 
country. Terry Venables has 
brought us the Optus World Soccer 
Series trophy, and without getting 
too excited, let us hope that he can 
continue his work with the 
overseas Socceroos, and bring us 
more credibility on the world stage. 
By beating the likes of Norway and 
South Korea our current world 
FIFA. ranking of 50th should be 
changed dramatically. After all 
Norway were ranked 18th last 
month ! 

The Ericsson Cup starts up again 
this weekend as the Strikers take 
on Adelaide City in what will be a 
tight match. Hopefully Farina and 
the lads can take the three points, 
and keep up the pressure on 
Sydney United. 

As for the local competition . . . 
Well, within these pages there are 
a number of articles and special 
features on the new XXXX Premier 
League which kicks off next 
month. I urge you all to get to your 
Hearest XXXX club, and lend your 
Support. For those of you who only 
Watch the Strikers you'll be 
Surprised at the standard of 


Tootball played in the local comp. 
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South Farr Wanderers are a 
fictitious football team, as are 
any characters associated with 
the club. 


Next Issue will be available on 
the ist of March, 1997. Send $2 
to “Sports Print” at the address 
below, or look out for us at the 
Strikers home game with 
| Marconi on the 8th. 


Published by 
Sports Print, PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, QLD 4171. 


Mobile 0411 367 357, 
Fax 07 3899 0497 
E-mail ajm@world.net 


“League Champions” - 
not “Minor Premiers” 


This month our intrepid Scottish reporter 
has a whinge at the way the trophies are 
shared out at the end of the season - or NOT 
as the case may be. 


How can any sports administration body 
continue to get things so wrong # 

The team which finishes on top of the 
league MUST be given a trophy which 
identifies them as “League Champions 

and not the ridiculous title of “Minor 
Premiers". Winning the teague must be 
recognised as the major trophy. 

There can also be a knockout cup 
competition which opens its doors to alll 
levels as per the FA Cup in England which 


ee. een 


Subscriptions. 


What will you do when the N.S.L. season 
finishes, and you can’t get a copy of TFP 
outside Suncorp Stadium ? Well a 12 
monthly subscription will only cost you 
$20. So fill in the form below, and send it 
with a nice big cheque to Sports Print, PO 
Box 478, Bulimba, QLD 4171. 


Name - 
Address - 
Suburb - 
State - 


ipti “The Farr Post” 
send me a twelve month subscription to “The st”, 
Oe with issue number (The October 1996 issue is number 1). 


Lenclose a cheque for $20 payable to Sports Print. 


tN 
i RI 


Post Code - 


The Farr Post - “It’s not the truth that hurts, it’s how you read it !” 
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would generate and capture the 
imagination of the fans and can fun 
throughout the season. 
Putting the major focus on the 
league competition would ensure g 
far more exciting and competitive 
league programme. I'm certain this 
would bring the long lost fans back 
to the game and also ensure ihe 
ddministrators would have to earn 
their bread and butter to plan 
fixtures in conjunction = with 
representative commitments and 
ensure clubs were offered the 
appropiate relief when supplying 
an agreed number of players to any 
representative fixture. It would also 
stop the professional “top four" 
finisher being allowed to canter 
through some earlier games in the 
knowledge that they have the 
players capable of performing af 
what has become known as the 
“business end of the season”, which 
is really a three or four week football 
binge where the fan gets some 
return for his loyalty and money. 
Don't quote me, but my old mate, 
Zoran Matic, had this down to a fine 
art at Adelaide City. Let the rewards 
go to the best team over the season 
and lets do away with the idiotic 
play-off system. 


“Jock”. 
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Wanderers meet 
new coach 


South Farr Wanderers have 
taken a unique step in their 
attempts to gain recognition 
from the Q.S.F., by appointing 
a coach from outside the shire 
of Farr for the first time in their 
history. Mr Luigi Lombardo 
beat one other candidate to 
the position after what was 
described as a very close 
ballot by the club committee. 
Al a press conference last 
week Secretary Mrs. Doris 
Dingo said that Mr. Lombardo 
had approached the club 
offering his services only days 
after opening his new business 
“Luigis Pizzeria” in conjunction 
with the South Farr Hotel, and 
she said that it was “too good 
to turn down’. Mr.Lombardo 
moved into the area with his 
brother, Luca, in October with 
the specific intention of 
Opening his restaurant, and 
both men have played and 
coached football to a high 
Standard in various 
Queensiand country towns. 
When we enquired on the 
candidate who was 
unfortunate to miss out on the 
job, she said that she had no 
comment to make. At which 
point “Bushy” Brown stormed 
Out of the room knocking over 
@ lable as he went. 


[See “Letters to The Editor” on page 20. 


Police called to 
training session. 


The police had to be called to a fracas at the South 
Farr Wanderers first training session of the 1997 
season last Tuesday night. More than twenty players 
were involved in an all in brawl which a police 
spokesman said took over fifteen minutes to calm 
down, and even then tensions were still running 
high, and police reinforcements had to be called in 
from the neighbouring Nearr Shire force. 
It all started when “Bushy” Brown tumed up to the 
session late, and as usual very drunk after winning 
over two hundred dollars off one of his Japanese 
tourists in a game of two up at the local hotel. New 
coach Luigi Lombardo took exception to the late 
comer and requested a quick five laps of the pitch 
followed by a hundred press ups and fifty sit ups, 
before he could join in the game of two-touch that 
was in progress. 
It’s at this point that stories begin to vary, and it’s 
alleged that after only one and a half laps Brown 
decided he didn’t like the new coaches attitude and 
is alleged to have punched Mr. Lombardo in the 
mouth. 
Lombardos alleged younger brother came to the 
coach’s aid and is alleged to have hit Mr. Brown 
over the head with an alleged training cone. It was 
then that the scuffle got out of hand and tumed into 
an all in brawl as the squad took one of the two 
sides, and the police had to be called in. 
Club President Walter “Winger” Wombat played 
down the incident, yesterday, saying that there was 
no truth in the allegations, and the boys were just 
having a bit of pre-season “fun”. 
“Nah, they’re a lively bunch, and were just getting 
re-acquainted after the long summer break”, he 
said. “Sure, Bushy’s a bit upset at not getting the 
coaches job, but he wouldn’t harm a fly”. 
The police are continuing their investigations. 
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iS SION IMPOSSIBLE - PART 2 


Your mission, Frank, should you choose 
to accept it, is to take 6 points from 
NS.L. front runners Sydney United. 
You must do this in an eight day period, 
and in doing so show great leadership 
qualities... 


Strikers 3 Sydmey United 0 
So how many cassettes do you reckon Branko 
Culina went through during this game 7 In 
the newspapers the next day he slammed his 
players for not having the commitment , and 
the Socceroo selectors should have a good 
long hard look at their squad after that game. 
Articles in this magazine have questioned 
Farinas ability to both play and coach at the 
game time. But the home game against 
Sydney United P'm sure convinced matly 
people that the great man is making the 
transition to coach very effectively. 
The Strikers harassed, and bullied their 
opponents every time they had the ball. The 
visitors were not allowed to settle for a 
second, and if their silky skills took them 
past one Strikers defender, there was always 
another one there to make sure it didn’t get 
too out of hand. 
A lack of concentration by Babic in the 
Sydney midfield five minutes in saw the 
eager Jeromy Harris run thirty yards through 
the midfield, and as Farina made a dummy 
run to the left, Brown was left with too much 
room. Harris slipped the ball through to him, 
and Browns low shot to Kalacs left sneaked. 
under the goalkeepers body, and into the net 
for a dream start. 
That incident set the tone of the game for the 
next 85 minutes. United were up against it, 
and they had to come out and play. The 
pressure had been. lifted from the home team 
and passed on to the visitors, and from that 
moment every thing they did was hurried. 
Zdrilic thought that he’d equalised midway 


through the half when he headed home from 
short range, but 13,000 people screamed for 
offside as he did so, and the linesman agreed, 
Minutes late Philips cleared off the line, and 
to say that the Strikers were under pressure 
was an understatement. But all credit to the 
defence. Hunter marshalled his troops: 
effectively, and both Gwynne and Wright 
snuffed out most United chances. 

Just after the half-hour, Cranney crossed 
from the right to the near post, and Farina 
stumbled as he reached the ball. It cannoned 
off his knees, and Kalac could only watch as 
it trickled into the corner, to send the Strikers 
2 - 0 upat the end of the half. 

The second half started as the first had 
progressed for most of its 45 minutes. Sydney 
were pressing for a chink in the Strikers 
armour, and it began to take its toll on the 
home side. They could only chase the ball for 
most of the half, and when the United attack 
did break down the defence could only take a 
long punt upfield to where Brown and Farina 
patrolled. If the two frontmen did get the 
ball, there wasn’t the support to build a 
counter-attack, and it inevitably broke down, 
and United started another attack. 

But, again, all credit to the Strikers defence 


they continued to force Sydney errors, and 
the second half deteriorated into a dour 
struggle for the upper hand. 

Goalkeeper Ross got his left hand to a Zdrilic 
header which would have sneaked inside the 
farr post, and if it had gone in, the pressure 
would have been back on the Strikers, and 
who knows what would have happened. 
Battistin was used as the last substitute, and 
in the final minutes he took a ball on his 
chest, and charged through the United 
defence, before hitting home from close 
range. His determination being the telling 
factor in him getting that far. 

A great win for the Strikers. Now they must 
do it all again down in Sydney next week. 


— 


Zéhilic nearly scored from an acut 
le angle, but sh 
hie at half time, we all met El Tel who set 
icely in our direction. Then it was more of the 
4 + . C 
“ad with the noisy microphone and the SU girls (Slater ia Seedpeer Vom 
the bums falling out of the tight shorts. 


Early in the second half we saw Farina finally do 


Something, but the "shot" was at 
3 least 20m : Fari i 
largel. Zcrilic sent a close one over the bar Hat cere aa ceneee ed 


Minutes at the other i 
end. At this point t : Si i 
SO ere ral or Lia be Referee: Simon Micallef rating: 8/10 (strong game 


there “a certified S i 

‘ , ydney United member’. Aft 

ney | . After ail 

he fas such an affinity with the ctub (‘the red and Mark Bowman and D Borel 
ave Borella. 
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Sydnev United 4 Brisbane Strikers 0 ? 


SE or ine sytie ee the crowd with the | white checks just stole my girl away..."). ° Fari 
rian or 4 ues baseball team on the | was booked for hacking away at a “ef - ie 
ee crterava ca ell ried led | shepherded the ball out of play, and Hels 3 
ad with a microphone. | called for offside, h inn fot, 
' , he rath 
es at ie : pclae though and from the | continuing his Tenet lub He uti 
ee ween to eldeg was apparent. I'm | him a second yellow and he was off Well pedi 
BE nary ay vice et | ent neg sed dese ‘vs 
F ing from Culina to k im qui 
Bs corto ninet sl = Sil Oark With 10 minutes to go it ee poe 
, : ined wi unmarked Marusic on the ri i 
of? exemplary defence, told the story of the | to Milicic who netted pried ‘By eget : 
nt Brisbane were d . 
es we e down to lon 
, a ad ay ih tp ay as they pushed | and in the dying minutes preheat 
ae halle athe goal was a gem, after | Strikers misery with the fourth. Marusi in 
eh vate . en icic, receiving the ball on | supplying the cross, and the home oriiee a 
 incrdton the left, beat 3 players happy thanks very much. We all saw the wots 
Se crown cry — [ head ole ole music the night go up in a huge rush of fries ay 
root pet ve were rartzia, crarizia”, . bi the United management had done a good 
F job with marketing but mi i 
ion «cabal vara daar people will nie shistit ol baleen Grocer 
( ler Uniteds } I su is i 
first goal. A good free kick from Brisbane in from the Reagan a ee 
left was not well cleared by the defence, and Troy siiciie 
Cranney struck the ball on target from 20m out 
. a eg save from Kalac. For the visitors, 
§ about as good as it got, as Fari 
tightly marked. : — 
After 20 minutes, United were 2 u 
minutes, p. Cranney lost 
the ball in midfield, Milicic gave a great bal to 
Be a, the right who hit the ball to the farr | Teams: 
a Ja rap igs gre to finish off the Sydney United: Kalac, Trajkovski, Kupresak 
Mor te ott ut, More noisy music. Enes, Marusic,Milicic, Genc Zdhilic Culin 
was less enthusiastic. | (Cvetko 70),Bilokapic (Markovac 80) Rudan 
Brisbane Strikers: Ross, Gwynne, Hunter ) 
(Battistin 10), Phillips,Farina, Brown, Wright, T. 


Final score: Sydney Utd 4 Brisba i 
The crowd: 10,560. iia 


Scorers: Sydney United: Milicic (10, 8 
(19), Zdtilc (87). eta 
Brisbane: Well, Franky scored a red card! 


a cards: Wright (32), Farina (46 & 75), Slater 


but for the Farina send off) 
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8 THE OPTUS WORLD SOCCER SERIES 


early in the half, however, when @ defender failed tg 
retreat the ten yards at a free-kick, and he was shown the 
red card for his second offence. ' 
Alistair Edwards came off the bench, and scored with his 
first touch, and just as it seemed Australia might score ¢ 
couple more, the Koreans got one back from a free-kic 
that Kalac either didn’t see or couldn't be bothered trying 
to get to. 

Bingley missed a sitter from a farr post cross wil 
minutes to go, but the three points were secured, and it! 
down to Sydney to wrap things up. 


48 January, 1997. 

For the first game in Melbourne, in front of over 
10,000 fans, a number of the lads were obviously 
out to impress El Tel. Many passes didn't hit feet, 
and there seemed to be a lack of communication 
between some of the players, as they ran into each 
other or balls went astray in the midfield. 

To their credit they scored a great goal in the 25th 
minute. Kalac always looked confident at the back, 
and when he released a long throw to Trajanovski 
on the right the Kiwis were always going to be in 


Saturday, 


: ‘ F Scores: 
trouble. Trajanovski held it up long enough for : 
Bingley to race through the middle, and the ball to pa new = mel 9 , 
him was perfectly timed to beat the offside trap. ustralia 2 South Korea 
Bingley took one touch past the keeper, and tapped 
cat 2 i ce Saturday, 25 January, 1997. 


in from five yards to a great roar from the Victorian 
crowd. However, they seemed to go to sleep after 
that, and the chances dried up. New Zealand 
threatened on a number of occasions, but Kalac 
held his line well, and although it was only 1 - 0, it 
was three points in the bag. 

Scores: 

South Korea 1 Norway 0 

Australia 1 New Zealand 0 


In front of 17,000 the Socceroos started well, again, bi 
faded after about 20 minutes. Zdrilic and Trimboli alwa’ 
looked dangerous up front, and Babic and Tobin we’ 
secure at the back. It was quite obvious from the first ha 
of the game that many of these players had improve 
dramatically over the last week or so with Venable 
guidance. Compared to last Saturday, they were tight 
in defence, and more patient in attack. 

In the first half there wasn't too much excitement. Zdrill 
hit a volley from Foster which made the ‘keeper pull off 
great save, but the Socceroos did well not to panic whe 
they couldn't find a way through the blanket ¢ 
Norwegian defenders. 

In the second half Bingley came alive, and he a 
Hooker continued probing down the flanks, but as 
half wore on, and there was still no score on the board, 
was only a matter of time before Tapai was introducet 
He replaced Trajanovski after 75 minutes, and almot 
immediately sent over a cross from the right whi 
Hooker met with his knee at close range. 

Three great wins to start off the World Cup campalg 
and against quality opposition too ! 
Scores: 

South Korea 3 New Zealand 1 
Australia 1 Norway 0 


Final Table fra] w | > | 


Australia 0 


Wednesday, 22 January, 1997. 

This was the one that Brisbane had been waiting 
for, and the fans didn't let Soccer Australia down. 
The official attendance was just over 45,000 but we 
reckoned on more like 20,000. The first game was 
pretty boring with neither team being able to obtain 
the upper hand. Not many chances to report in the 
first half, but after the break Norway scored three 
good goals. Batty saved a penalty for the Kiwis and 
had it not been for him the result might have 
flattered the Scandinavians. 

The Koreans were always going to be tough 
opposition, and so it seemed. They harrassed the 
Socceroos and forced many errors in the first half. 
The Australians never looked comfortable when in 
possession, and always looked under pressure, aS 
the Koreans, who looked sharp and skilfull, kept 
running at the man with the ball. 

Some good lead up work by the forwards, especially 
Trimboli, saw Bingley slot his second goal of the 
tournament after about 35 minutes, to end the half 


1-0 to the good. South Korea 
The second half brought more of the same fromthe |]... .. 
Koreans, and it seemed that a number of their | | w orway 


challenges were illegal as they seemed to elbow 


and push the ‘roos. They were reduced to ten men | |. zealand 
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The XXXX Premier League 


as t aa er hgary XXXX Premier League kicks off, and over the next few 
Be sant ic : expect from the teams involved. We visited each of the eight ee a 
pee ere is part one of a breakdown of the club d. eee 
By next mot grounds, and facilities on offer 
Also, 0 i] - 
i ‘a alate - — on the Bundaberg Waves club. As most of you will be familiar 
oe ¢ league we made a special trip up the coast to find out just h 

a brief history of the club, an interview with one of their ceChainten ee 


Gorza, and a close look at their faciliti i 
Bee yagiines do yon?) ities. (Wow, you don’t get all this in other Queensland 


0 50Km 
Here we have printed a ma ) of ‘South-Ez 
Queensland for those of ae an 
the geography of the area. As you can see 
there are three teams that are more than 25 
kilometres from the city centre. Of these 
Coalstars are based at Ipswich which is just 
over 30 kilometres from Brisbane, and 
Beenleigh a similar distance down the Pacific 
Highway. The third, however, is Bundaberg 
which is approximately 370 kilometres up the 
Sinus (a good four hour drive), 

, More importantly, look at the 
where there is a hot-bed of clas ee 
not represented. To the north-west of the city 
Pine Rivers Shire has many clubs which could 
either represent the area, or put together one 
quality side, Further north, up at the Sunshine 
Coast, an amalgamated club would surely 
hold its own against similar opposition. On the 
southern side of the city, there is the Gold 
Coast, (and we will have a special report on 
them in the next issue), and if you travel far 
enough west, a combined Toowoomba side 
could mount a serious challenge in such a 
competition. Not to mention a combined team 
from the talents of North and South Farr (??? 
- Ed), ~ 
Over the page is another map showi 
inner suburbs of Brisbane, ae ss li 
five clubs that make up the Premier League ° 


x 
C Bundaberg 
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Bruce 
Highway 


Sunshine 
Coast 


Toowoomba 


Beenleigh 
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Brisbane ana surrounding areas 
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Rovers 
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Motorway 


Centenary 
Highway 


_-” Cunningham 


x Rochedale 


Highway ‘ "Rovers 
Pacific  \ 
Highway =. 
% Brisbane 
Lions ~ 


Logan Motorway 
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BUNDAGER 
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Just who are The 
Bundaberg Waves ? 


When the new XXXX Premier League structure was announced in October last 
year, there were a few eyebrows raised at the make up of the new competition. 
Apart from there only being eight teams, it didn’t look too different from last 
years premier league. But the most significant change was the introduction of a 
team from Bundaberg, the only country centre to apparently have satisfied the 
strict Q.S.F. criteria. Early in January I took a drive “up the road” to meet John 
Gorza, who along with Ron Smith are the two co-Chairmen of the Bundaberg 
Waves football club. In this special section we look at them in detail. Firstly a 
history of the club, an interview with John Gorza and finally a look at the staff, 
the ground and the facilities that they have to offer this season. 


The history of The 
Bundaberg Waves. 


In 1958 Ernie Sergiacomi and a few 
friends of italian background 
decided to form a soccer club, and 
enter into the local competition. They 
formed the Across The Waves club, 
and it was used not just to play 
football, but as a place to meet and 
enjoy other social occasions. As with 
many fledgling clubs, progress was 
Slow, and results were disappointing. 
It took a few years to get established, 
and in the early stages more games 
were lost than won, however with the 
persistence and enthusiasm of the 
people concerned their dream began 
to take shape. 

In 1979 they were accepted into the 
State league, and with this came 
Matches against the best in 
Queensland. They began importing 


' Players, and some of those early 


Signings were D.Doolan, T. Spruce 


and ex Brisbane City player 
B.Kibbey. To cover their costs they 
secured sponsorship from a Mr 
Sante Troiana of Wide Bay 
Brickworks, a relationship that is 
Still as strong today as it was then. 

In 1980 more players were 
introduced to strengthen the squad. 
Gary Bromfield from Brisbane and 
J.Wood and E. Young came to play 
from Scotland. Peter Kelly, who is 
now Queensland State Director of 
Coaching was one of the players 
from the local area at that time. In 
1981 Peter Tokesi, who is now 
assistant to Frank Farina at the 
Strikers, arrived, and in that year 
they lost to Grange Thistle in the 
final of what was then the Ampol 
Cup, before a record crowd in 
Bundaberg. 

By 1982 Across The Waves were 
firmly established as one of the 
leading teams in Queensland, with 
a Stable financial base, and a 
licensed clubhouse. But by the end 
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of the following season, when the 
state league was disbanded, an 
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club had finished fifth in the league, the 
d the Across The Waves club. could 


concentrate on the local Bundaberg competition. 


Even though the standard of compet 


honours, and in 1991. they were acce 
Grand Final, after only two seasons, and 


league. In 1993 they reached the 


the last few years has seen many more ac 


honour. 


Last year they were premiers of the Cen 


runners up in the Grand Final. 
Today the Across Th 
sporting clubs in Bun 
numerous sporting faci 


ition had fallen the club still won many 


pted into the Central Queensland 
hievements added to the roll of 


tral Queensland league, and were 


e Waves club is regarded as one of the leading 
daberg, with a multi-million dotlar clubhouse, and 
lities. The club has shed its ethnic label, and now has 


support from all sectors of the community. 


An Interview with John Gorza 
(co-Chairman of the Bundaberg 
Waves football club) 


For your application to the XXXX 
Premier league was the Bundaberg 
Waves a combination of clubs, or 
did you apply on behalf of the 
Across The Waves club ? 
Because the Across The Waves club 
was originally in the state league we 
decided to apply on behalf of that club. 
However we decided to change our 
name, so that we would be seen as 
representing the city as a whole. We 
did speak to the other clubs in the city, 
and tell them of our intentions, and 
invited players from those clubs to join 
us and be part of a club that did 
represent the city of Bundaberg. So as 
far as the footballing side of the club 
is concerned we are starting from 
scratch, and we afe a representative 
team from the Bundaberg area. 


Unfortunately the Central Queensland 
competition is not going ahead next 
season, but that is nothing to do with 
our inclusion in the XXXX Premier 


league. 


What reaction have you had from the 
local people here, with regards 
sponsorship, promotions etc. ? 
Excellent. Ron and I sat down and put 
together a number of packages that we 
would present to the local community, 
and we were both surprised how 
quickly we managed to sell them all. 
Last season Bundaberg had a team in 
the Channel 9 rugby league 
competition, and they didn’t do too 
well, so we have learned from their 
mistakes, and hopefully we can live up 
to our expectations, and give the people 
of Bundaberg a quality team in a quality 
competition. The local newspaper (~ 
the “News Mail” have been great 
too. They are one of our sponsors, 
and we are regularly running 
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articles in the run up to th 
i © season 
kick-off in March. 


What is your reaction te you being 
the only non-Brisbane team in the 
competition, and do you think that 
the travelling distance (370 
kilometres) will be a disadvantage 
to you ? 
We are delighted to be in the 
competition. When the criteria were 
originally sent to us we did a lot of 
work preparing our application, and 
would have felt very upset if we had 
been rejected. We always felt that we 
could compete both on and off the 
field, and it gives the kids of 
Bundaberg the chance to aim for 
something big in a footballing sense 
Hopefully our professionalism will 
rub off on some of the other clubs in 
the area, and we can raise the 
standard and profile of the game here 
in Bundaberg. 
As for the travelling . . . well, no I 
don’t think that it will be a 
disadvantage. Rather, I think that it 
will run in our favour. Players here 
are used to travelling to play football 
Rockhampton is a three hour drive, 
SO we are used to the travel, Maybe 
some of the Brisbane based players 
are not so used to it, and it may upset 
their match-day routine. After all 
driving twenty minutes across the 
city of Brisbane is a piece of 
cake when you compare it to 
a four hour bus trip. 
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hina A ‘eee team be interested if 
rahe e league was resurrected in the 
r future ? And if so would it be the 
Waves or another team ? 
Ever since the state league folded in 1983 
the footballers in this town have beet 
yearning for a better competition {o play in 
eles state league, as did Ron (Smith, 
ho other co-Chairman), so we know how 
gh the standard can get. We want to brin 
that back to this city - the people deserve Z 
We sympathise with Peter Williamson at 
the Gold Coast, and understand all the hard 
work that he has put in, but I think that it’s 
only a matter of time before they pet 
accepted, and representative teams from the 
major centres in Queensland are playin 
each other regularly. Teams from the Gold 
Coast, Toowoomba and Frenchville 
(Rockhampton) are a must if football is to 
be a major sport in this state. 


Who are some of the players that you 
have attracted to the Waves since your 
acceptance into the competition ? 

We have a squad of twenty players for the 
senior team. Three of these have moved up 
here from the Brisbane Lions club - Warren 
Allen, Anthony Brown and Stephen Starr - 
whilst Michael Legg has come over from 
New Zealand to play for us. Craig Williams 
who was on the Strikers books, has come 
= from the Singapore league too. So we 
eae a good squad of players to 
We also have Alan Hunter and Rod Brown 
coming for five games apiece from the 
Strikers mid-season. So we hope to be very © 
competitive, and hopefully these hi gh- 


_ ~~ I 
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As the clubs were re-convening for pre-season training we went and had a chat with a 
spokes-person at each of them. We asked them a number of questions about the coming 
season, and had a look at their facilities off the field. In part one of this report we look at the 


’ \ The Farr Post 
\ ; 6 
4 TFP Special : Just who are The Bundaberg Waves ? 


P"BUNDABERG | 
JONES 


The people and facilities behind 
The Bundaberg Waves. 


| profile players will 
encourage the 
: players in our youth 

team to strive for 


John Gorza and Ron Smith are the co-Chairmen 


higher levels of 


fostnallt of the Bundaberg Waves. Both have their own 
ootball too. 


| 
oe | | businesses, so the problem of making time to 
help the club run don’t pose too much of a 
problem. John runs a finance business whilst 
Ron has a Xerox franchise. Their senior team coach is Aldo 
Baretta, who has experience of the state league, and John 
will also help out as the goal-keeping coach. 
They have employed the skills of ex-national cycling team 
coach, Tony Ganter, to help with the fitness of the players. 
He has put together a strict training routine, and the players 
are regularly tested. They are also asked to adhere to 
certain dietary requirements. 
Their squad consists of 20 senior players and 15 youth 
team players (they are not fielding a reserve grade side, as 
it was felt that it would deplete the local competition too 
much). 
Their pitch is on Richie Street in Bundaberg. This has a 
grandstand, and bar facilities, and bleachers are being 
brought in to accommodate more spectators on match 
days. The clubhouse is not adjacent to the pitch, but is on 
Miller Street, and is a state of the art facility. They have 100 
pokie machines, three bars, conference room, and bistro. 
There are plans to build further amenities in the future. 
A 
First Impressions, m seat 
Although I'd been to Bundaberg before the drive always seems a bit of a drag, an 
could work to the disadvantage of the Brisbane teams when playing up there. As for the 
Waves . . . I couldn’t help but be impressed by the set up that John and Ron have put 
together. They seemed to have every base covered both on and off the field. Their ae 
of players will be very strong, with a great coaching staff to guide them through w < 
will be a very tough introduction to the game for some players. Although their pitch- 
side facilities are still under construction, (and that will be something to keep an eye 
on over the next few weeks),their clubhouse in Miller Street, 1s a very modern building, 
with the regulation pokies, bars and bistro. Their ideas on sponsorship and promotion 
have been very well thought out, and have received a great reception from the local 
public. Good luck to them ! 


Finally, how do you 
expect to fare in 
the new competition ? 
Because the other teams in the 
competition have been 
playing each other for the past 
few years they can probably 
compare each other before the 
season starts. As we are new, 
we do not know how our 
fitness will stand up against 
some of these teams. 
However, we are confident 
that we will finish in the top 
four by the end of the season, 
and the enthusiasm of the 
players and staff here is 
tremendous - we just can’t 
wait to get started. 


first four clubs (alphabetically), and next month we will focus on the other four. 


Beenleigh. 


(Graeme Lederhose, President) 


Location. Chris Green Park. Take the freeway 
south, for about half an hour, and take the first 
Beenleigh exit. Follow the one-way road around, 
under the freeway, and through the roundabout to 
the traffic lights. Make a right turn at the lights and 
go down the hill. As the road turns to the left at the 
bottom, the park is off to the right. 

Description. The clubhouse is located next to the 
main pitch, slightly raised. There is a large viewing 
area in front of the club, with covered seating, but 
they hope to have a new stand built by the beginning 
of the season with seating for 500, The clubhouse is 
down one side of the pitch, but the other three sides 
have no cover or seating. Total capacity of between 
1000 and 1200. 

Number of teams. 4 Senior. 36 Junior, 

Players facilities. Currently two changing rooms, 
which they hope to extend to four next season, and 
one for the officials. 

Special viewing facilities. None. 

Refreshments. The club contains a full bar and 
canteen facility. 

Merchandise. Free matchday program, and they 
plan to have club shirts etc. available when the 
season starts. 

Main Sponsor. As yet none, but they are still 
negotiating with a number of people. They currently 
have 30 minor sponsors, though. 

Price of Beer. $1.50 for a pot, and $2.20 for a 
stubby of XXX heavy. 

Pokies. 10. 

First Team Coach. Peter Bannon . 

Season expectations on the field. To finish in the 
top four. 

Also... For the last ten years they have run a 
supporters club of which all sponsors automatically 
become menbers. Their total membership currently 
exceeds 200, which they hope to expand this year. 
They have set out their plan for the next three years, 
and that includes the development of the younger 
players in the club. 


Brisbane City. 
(Pam Simeone, Secretary) 


Location. Spencer Park, Newmarket. From the 
city centre, take Lutwych Road north, and take a 
left turn at the Freedom furniture store into 
Newmarket Road. After about three kilometres 
take a left turn into Finsbury Street, and then third 
right into Newberry Street. 
Description, There is terracing on two of the four 
sides. The main stand runs the full length of one 
touchline, and contains fixed seating for about 
150, with corporate boxes and press facilities at the 
back. A second building behind the goals has more 
terracing, and a bar and canteen. 
Number of teams. 3 Senior. 18 Junior. 
Players facilities, Two very large changing rooms 
and one for the officials. There is also a 
gymnasium under the main stand. 
Special viewing facilities. 25 Corporate boxes, 
and a press box. 
Refreshments, Bar/canteen overlooks the main 
pitch in the clubhouse, behind one goal area. The 
Italian club (see “Also . . .”) has full catering 
facilities and is open for lunch and dinner. 
Merchandise. A free matchday program (which is 
still being designed), aswell as t-shirts, umbrellas, 
polo shirts, pens etc. 
Main Sponsor. “G.James Glass” and “Boral” 
with approximately 40 minor sponsorship deals. 
Price of Beer. $2.50 for a stubby of KXXX 
heavy. 
Pokies, None (See “Also .. .”). 
First Team Coach. Bob Hamilton. 
Season expectations on the field. To win the 
competition. 
Also... .As well as retaining most of their facilities 
from their N.S.L. days they are negotiating a 
reciprocal membership agreement with the Italian- 
Australian club which is just behind the far 
goalposts. They have approximately 50 poker 
machines, and full restaurant facilities. 
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Brisbane Lions 


(Les Moodley, Marketing Manager) 


Location. Lions Stadium, Pine Road, Richlands. 
From the city centre, take Ipswich Road. Drive for 
about twenty minutes and take the Forest Lake 
turnoff, follow Progress Road around to the left for 
about 4 kilometres. The ground is on the left and 
cannot be missed from the road. 

Description. The clubhouse is located behind the 
main stand, with high views out over the pitch, 
below. There are over 200 seats in the covered 
main stand, and the other three sides have 
aluminium bleachers, and concrete terracing, and 
provide some cover behind one of the goals. 
Number of teams. 7 Senior. 26 Junior. 

Players facilities. Four changing rooms and one 
for the officials. 

Special viewing facilities. A press box and a 
Presidents box, with seating in clubhouse 
overlooking the pitch. 

Refreshments. Bar/canteen overlooks the main 
pitch in the clubhouse, aswell as a beer kiosk at 
pitch level. 

Merchandise. Free matchday program, aswell as 
t-shirts, umbrellas, dress shirts,pens etc. 

Main Sponsor. “Itex”, with nearly 50 minor 
sponsorship deals. 

Price of Beer. $2.30 for a can of SXXXX heavy. 
Pokies. Currently eight, but hoping to extend to 68 
with new clubhouse (see below). 

¥irst Team Coach.Miron Bleiberg. 

Season expectations on the field. To win the 
competition. 

Also... In July 1997 they hope to open a new 1.5 
million dollar clubhouse facility, which will be an 
extension of their existing clubhouse. This will 
include more pokies, bistro and extended bar 
facilities. This will hopefully attract more social 
members and players to the club. 


Write To Us ! administrators and media 
will dictate io us how 
football is perceived in 

Here at The Farr Post We puctralia. The Farr Post 

encourage you, the is one such vehicle for 

football fan, to write to us expressing these views. 

with your views on the We will publish any article 
current state of the game related to football, as long 
in Queensland, °F ag a full name and 

Australia. We believe that address is supplied, and 

unless there exists @ there is no foul or abusive 

forum for the supporters to language included. 

air their views, then the 
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Bundaberg Waves 
(John Gorza, Co-Chairman) 


Location. Richie Street, Bundaberg. Take the Bruce 
Highway north. Drive for about 3 and a half hours - 


boring isn’t it ? Follow the signs for Bundaberg. As ‘ 


you come into the city look for the Bob Jane T-Mart 
on the right, and make a right turn at the traffic lights 
there. Follow Enterprise Street to the roundabout, 
straight through and along Maynard Road. About 1 
kilometre down on the right is Richie Street. Take 
this turning and drive to the end of the street. Turn 
right into Thabeban Street, and the pitch is on the 
corner of Richie and Thabeban Streets. 

Description. A grandstand has been built next to the 
pitch, and the pitch will be surrounded on all four 
sides by some form of seating, probably aluminium 
bleachers. The total capacity is hoped to be around 
2,500, with 1,000 seated. The main clubhouse is 
located in the next street, Miller, and is a two minute 
drive around the corner. 

Number of teams. 2 Senior. 

Players facilities. Two changing rooms, and one for 
the officials. 

Special viewing facilities. In the grandstand are the 
corporate boxes with an upstairs bar, and reserved 
seating. 

Refreshments. The grandstand contains a full bar 
and canteen facility, whilst the clubhouse has a full 
bar, bistro and 100 pokies aswell as SKY TV. 
Merchandise. A match day program, and T-shirts 
ete, which will be available when the season starts. 
Main Sponsor. “Wide Bay Bricks” aswell as 11 
minor ones. McDonalds and Xerox are the youth 
team sponsors. 

Price of Beer. $1.70 for a pot, and $2.20 for a 
stubby of XXXX heavy. 

Pokies. 100 in the clubhouse on Miller Street. 

First Team Coach. Aldo Baretta. 

Season expectations on the field. To finish in the 
top four. 

Also .. . By setting professional standards in this 
competition they hope to raise the profile of football 
in Bundaberg, and hope that the high standards that 
they set filter down to the local leagues, giving the 
kids somewhere to aim for. 


In part two, next month, we will 
look at Coalstars, Rochedale 
Rovers, Taringa Rovers and 
Wynnum District. 
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Gold Coast and the N.S.L. 


Last month we told you about a rumour 
that had been circulating regarding the 
Gold Coast City’s application to join the 
National Soccer League. Well, after 
speaking to Peter Williamson about this 
we have to report that no formal 
application was lodged. However, David 
Hill did visit Peter and his team of 
workers just before Christmas to discuss 
a number of issues, and one of those 
was the possible inclusion of a team 
from the Coast in future seasons. 
“Watch this space”, as they say. 


“No Strikers Gromit !” 


Anybody familiar with that tremendous TV 
show Wallace And Gromit will surely have 
been amused when Wallace on opening the 
fridge couldn’t find any cheese there. His cry 
of “No cheese, Gromit” led him to build a 
spaceship to fly to the moon, and find out if 
it really was made of cheese. Well, on seeing 
the Socceroos squad for the 4 nation series, I 
couldn’t help but scream similar words at the 
lack of Strikers on the list. However, I didn’t 
jump on a plane and fly to Sydney, which is 
what I wanted to do. 

When Venables answered questions from the 
media about the squad it was made quite 
plain that he hadn*t had much input in 
choosing the players to play in the 
toumament - yet they still hounded him. No, 
Raul Blanco is the man that should be 
answering to every Strikers fan - not El Tel. 
But could it have worked in our favour ? The 
Socceroos will, no doubt, have been watched 
by scouts and agents alike, and it is the 
Bingleys and Hookers who will end up with 
lucrative overseas contracts. The Strikers 
squad should stay untouched - for another 
few months at least |! 


Other News mn 


Farina turns down Womens job 


It was announced at Suncorp Stadium over the 
tannoy system at half-time, during the Australia 
v South Korea game that Frank Farina had 
decided to turn his back on the job that was 
offered to him by the Olympic team to coach 
their womens team. This was greeted with a 
huge roar from the crowd, who have taken to the 
new Strikers coach this season. 

To be quite honest it would have been disastrous 
for the Strikers and for football in Queensland if 
Frank had decided to leave for this job offer. 


Lions v Bears Update, 


A remarkable piece of work by Lions 
Marketing Manager Les Moodley, last week, 
when he advertised season tickets for $60. 
Nothing untoward about that you might think, 
but when he had a number of A.F.L. fans 
calling up and enquiring he knew that he'd 
made his point. 

As far as he is concerned (and The Farr Post 
is right behind him) there is only one 
Brisbane Lions Football Club in Brisbane. 
Hey ! If Aussie Rules fans want to watch a 
game of Association Football, then that’s fine 
by him. As long as they shell out their dollars 
like everybody else. 

Onya, Les !! 


Brisbane Soccer Scene. 


The TV show that gives you a 
weekly look at football here in 
Brisbane is back on the air soon. 
“Brisbane Soccer Scene” will be 
back on the community TV station 
Briz 31 on Thursday March 6th. 
Kieran Cooper, who is co-host of the 
show is now looking for sponsors to 
help with funding. They have a 
number of deals, and it is planned 
to run for 26 weeks through the 
season. He can be contacted at the 
Rochedale Rovers club on 8841 2192 
during normal office hours 
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Football In Brisbane ? 
By Steve Cooper 


It was a balmy spring evening in October as we settled into our seats with 
three thousand other supporters, a cold beer in hand. The whistle blew and 
the Strikers kicked off... ~ 

Hold on !! Hold on !! “Sitting” ? “Cold beer” ? “Balmy evening” ? “In October” 
{1!! It was the right month for football, but for a hardened supporter of “The 
Academy” (fourth generation in the family - we’ve been with them since they 
were Thames Ironworks; never supported any other team, despite all their ups 
and downs and general lack of greatness. Know what that is son ? LOYALTY, 
son, LOYALTY !!) Sorry, got carried away, that’s another story for another 
time. Where were we ? Ahh, yes, something was wrong with football in 
October in Brisbane. 

Having been in Australia for some years now, my memory faded somewhat. 
But, for me, football on an October evening is standing on the North Bank with 
a steady drizzle falling and being blown in under the roof by the wind, swirling 
around within the ground. Despite all your best efforts, everything gets damp, 
a puddle builds up in your shoe and your treasured programme becomes a 
sodden mass of pulp from being borrowed by all around you, to share disgust 
at the naff team selection. 

The beer in your hand (before it was banned from the terraces) is warm and 
piss weak, and getting watered down all the time, so you bite into your pie, that 
comes wrapped in flimsy, cold cellophane, but burns the top of your mouth 
with boiling gravy as it disintegrates in your hands, burning them too. . . (but 
you always buy one). 

None of this matters, though, when the game kicks off to the roar of fifteen to 
twenty thousand voices full of hope from all around the ground, tight to the 
pitch and echoing from the stand roofs, while the increasing rain glistens in 
the floodlights as it swirls even further into the back of the terrace. 

That’s football in October. Come to think of it, that was football from 
September to May - with the added attraction of snow at any time from 
November onwards ! 

However | enjoyed the game. The atmosphere |S different. Three thousand in 
one stand of Suncorp Stadium cannot compete with five times that number in 
a compact Upton Park, but Thor makes a great effort ! 1 SUPPOSE that | can 
get used to sitting - | would have to in the U.K. now anyway. 

But things are looking up. The beer is still piss weak, and if you wait tong 
enough it will warm up. Thirteen thousand against Sydney United is more like 
it. The rain poured down at the Perth Glory game. And, would you believe it, at 
my second Strikers game, someone bought me a ple. It came in flimsy, cold 
cellophane, and on my first bite, it burnt the top of my mouth as it disintegrated 
in my hands ! 
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Snapped |! 


In an attempt to improve our publication we have decided to start 
including at least one photograph every month. Okay, it might not be 
Sports Illustrated quality, but at least we’re having a go ! 


Below was Terry’s reaction when he was asked (for the first of at least a 
dozen times) why there were no Strikers players in his squad for the 
Optus World Soccer Series. 


Wha's this 
Brisbane Swikers 
mob, Alex ? 


Some bunch 
of cane farmers. 
Apparently they're 
pretty big up 
these parts. 


) 


Many “Thanks” to Paul Harley for 
supplying us with this photograph. 
We hope to be working with him in 
future issues too. He can be 
contacted on (07)3267 0681. 


Paul Harley 
Photographer 


(07) 3267 0681 
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Dear Sir, 


| have read with interest each edition 
to date of The Farr Post and enjoy 
your articles on South Farr 
Wanderers. | would like to relate the 
tale of “The Farr Derby”which may be 
of interest to you and your readers. 


Whilst South Farr Wanderers are 
continuing to attract a growing 
following as they strive for NSL 
membership, readers may be 
interested to know of the origins of the 
Farrname in local football circles. 


The village of Farr is to be found in 
Dorset, Southern England. The 
nearest main town is Sturminster 
Newton. As a village, Farr - locals are 
known in Dorset as “Farrfers” - has a 
population of 792 (1992 census) and 
in the immediate surrounding area, 
there are around another 2,000 
people, lt is a very rural area with the 
main crop being turnips. Some 
farmers did try converting their land 
into mini tea estates, (Farr has the 
highest land point above sea level in 
Dorset), when the bottom fel! out of 
the turnip market, but this venture 
failed and they reverted to turnips 
after 3 - 4 years. 


The River Farr runs through the 
village. At least the upper reaches of 
the river do. Some have described it 
as more of a trickle. It is this river 
which has helped create more 
controversy than the Berlin Wall as it 
has divided the community totally. 
West Farr (which confusingly is on the 
Northern banks of the river), and East 


Farr, (yes, it’s on the Southern side), is 
the result. The Post Office refuses to 
recognise the suffices West and East 
which irritates residents to such an 
extent that many are known to drive 
the 15 kilometres to Sturminster 
Newton to post their letters rather use 
local facilities. 


The community was further divided by 
the floods of 1951 when the only 
bridge linking West and East was 
washed away. As it was on the private 
land of the Duke of Beaumont, the 
local authorities refused to fund it’s 
replacement. The Duke was in poor 
health, his estate was in decay (both 
financially and in maintenance) and 
when he died in 1952, the Inland 
Revenue (tax office) put in a claim for 
most of the assets with any real value. 
This meant that “Westfers” (as they 
are known) have to drive on a 27 
Kilometre detour to visit “Eastfers”. 
Farr is truly divided despite the fact 
that the river is only 20 metres wide. 
West and East have grown apart. 


Farr F.C. (founded in 1897 as Farr 
Downe F.C.) was the main community 
gathering point and was a source of 
pride as the local farmers changed 
their wellies for football boots each 
Saturday afternoon in winter. The club 
was reasonably successful in local 
Dorset junior competitions. Perhaps 
more successful than they were 
entitled to be for a club and village of 
their size. Everything was going well, 
even with the demise of the Bridge. 
That is until the 1955 AGM when there 
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was a dispute amongst members as 
to whether an “Eastfer’ or “Westfer” 
should be Chairman of the club. From 
this dispute the club split and we saw 
the birth of West Farr F.C. and East 
Farr F.C. 


Thus the Farr Derby was born. It was 
hoped that sense would prevail and 
the community would grow together 
again. Both teams were accepted into 
the lower reaches of the Dorset 
Combination. This league tended to 
cater mainly for village sides and this 
sulted both Farr clubs. For two years 
the two derby games each year (plus 
a Dorset Combination Lower Junior 
Cup game in 1957) attracted good 
crowds - an average of 78 for league 
games and 193 for the cup game - and 
friendly rivalry. 


Then in the 1955/6 season, with both 
teams in mid table of division 4, the 
game at the grandly named Hampton 
Park, home of West Farr and little 
more than a roped off pitch, erupted, 
splitting the Farr community even 
further. Whether it really was an 
innocuous comment about the size 
and quality of turnips grown by East 
Farr farmers, no one reaily knows. 
The ensuing melee left the referee 
with no option but to abandon the 
game. Both clubs then refused to co- 
operate with the Dorset Combination 
enquiry committee and were 
Suspended from all Dorset FA 
sanctioned competitions. 


It became a meter of pride with both 
club chairmen refusing to back down. 
Eventually the Dorset FA had had 
enough. They said it had all gone farr 
enough and banned both clubs and all 
players and officials sine die. 
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The facilities at Hampton Park (and 
Beaumont Recreation Ground home 
of East Farr and named after the late 
Duke) haven’t really deteriorated 
much. There wasn’t too much to 
deteriorate to start with. The only 
football seen in Farr these days is 
young boys kicking a ball around 
after school with jumpers in place for 
goalposts and on television as the 
locals all tune into the Premier 
League. 


Most people have forgotten about 
Farr F.C. and the breakaway clubs. 
For me though, it is a part of my 
family history because it was the 
proposed election of my Grandfather 
as chairman that caused the 
beginning of the demise of football in 
Farr as it used to be known. 


Sadly, | will be in England for the next 
home game (Adelaide City) visiting 
family and expect to visit some 
elderly relatives in Farr and the 
surrounding area. It was from them 
that | sought verification of some of 
the above facts where my own 
recoilections were a bit hazy. If you 
can send a copy of the next Farr Post 
it would be appreciated. 


Ewen Anderson, 
Alexandra Hills. 


(Thanks for that Ewen, that’s very 
interesting | - Fd) 

More of your letters 
over the page... 


——— 


—————— oe 
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Ys ‘ Next up a couple of responses 
to our inquiries about mr 
C.Collins that appeared in 
TFP 4... 


Dear Sir/Madam 


In response to the question asked in The 
Farr Post, number 4, January 1997, the 
“C.” in C.Collins (no relation) stands for 
“Craig”. He played, quite succesfully, for 
Rochedale Rovers in 1996 and can often be 
spotted working behind the bar of the 
restaurant “Bentons Park Road”, Milton. 
Aswell as being convenient to Lang Park, 
I can recommend the food and friendly 
service at “Bentons Park Road”. No, I 
don’t own the place, but I do admit to 
knowing the owners pretty well !!! 


Yours sincerely, 
Bob Collins, 


Sir, 


I just discovered that CRAIG Collins 
played for Brisbane in 1991/92. 1 hope 
this helps your readers. One mystery 
solved. 4872 to go... 


Andrew Howe, 
Oz8occer Statistician 


PS. With regards your letter about 
crowd attendances and admission 
prices, surely a 20% increase in adult 
ptices, 33% increase in children's and 
100% increase in match program price 
ig not very justifiable in these days of 
virtually zero inflation. 


Sir, 


Even though he is a Man U fan, | 
completely agree with David Marshall's 
comments re. the lack of marketing for 
the Strikers. We hear more about the 
bloody Brisbane Bandits in the media 
than we do about the Strikers. What is 
our commercial manager doing? Isn't he 
supposed to market the clu? Look at 
Perth Glory. A crowd of 14,000 against — 
the Melbourne Knights - puts us to 
shame, doesn't it? 


We are lucky in that we've got a good 
stadium, a high profile coach, a 
reasonable team and probably most 
imporiant of all, a wide fan base. Like 
Perth Glory, the Strikers are a team for 
all supporters, not just a specific ethnic 
group that can potentially alienate other 
supporters. We should be using this to 
our advantage. Let's get the publicity 
machine rolling. If the current 
incumbent is not up to the job, then get 
someone who is. Publicity, like it or not, 
is the name of the game. There should 
be saturation cover in all media outlets, 
at soccer clubs, at all social clubs (eg 
the Greek Club, the Italian Club etc), at 
tourist information booths and in tourist 
information publications. The list could 
go on but | think my point is clear. The 
Strikers can appeal to everyone but 
more effort must be made to let the 
public know. 


With regard to football news the 
following radio stations are worth 
listening to if you're up early: 

ABC news Radio (936am) 5.45am and 
7.45am on Sundaymornings as well as 
regular sports updates in the morning 
during the week 

TAB Radio (1008am) Sunday morning 
between 6.00am and 6.30 am 


John Croft. 


The Farr Post 


The Editor 


Even though, it's nice to be alternative and and 
write the truth as you say, you have to be 
careful not to alienate people unnecessarily. For 
example, remarks about Johnny Warren and 
Les Murray are a little harsh, I've posted 
comments about their failings too but they have 
done a heap of good while strangling the 
commercialisation of the game in Oz. 


|'ve also commented that a commercial station 
is the way forward but | think there'll always be 
a place for the purists no matter how 
uninteresting they may sometimes be. Consider 
the time one day when the EC is the biggest 
footy comp in Oz (ie. imagine something like 
State of Origin for most games). There'll be 
idiots who know buckleys about football making 
comments that the public will not question. 


“Bunyip”, 
Bunya. 


Sir, 


I think that Australia have made a great 
choice in Terry Venables as their coach. 
Your gain is our loss. He handled the 
pressure as England’s coach brilliantly, 
and got the very best out of his squad at 
the European Championship. I can’t 
believe we’ve let him go, although Glenn 
Hoddle will also do well. If the Aussies 
can’t get to France next year, it won’t 
have been Venables that will have let 
them down, 


Glen Isherwood, 
England. 
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Greg Stock is another OzSoccer 
statistician based in Sydney who we 
have contact with via the Internet. Can 
anybody help out here ? 


Cheers All, 


As far as I aware the NSWSF and OSF are 
the only two state federations to print their 
own regular magazine. Does anyone know 
of any other federations printing their own 
magazine?? This also includes any country 
based federations who do likewise. I am 
interested to find out so I can source out 
some more matierial for the Oz Soccer 
archive. 

Also apart from SU and TFP are there any 
other fanzines lurking around the place or 
semi-regular mags other than ABSW and 
Planet Soccer that are Australian based?? 


Send replies to <Sunny@spin.net.au> 


Best Wishes 

Greg STOCK 
sunny@spin.net.au 
Oz SOccer Statistician 


The Farr Po st, 
c/- Sports Print 


[Fax (07) 3899 0497 
E-mail ajm@world.net 


fr 
Odds ‘n’ Sods 


As I pedaled my literary wares outside 
Suncorp Stadium I approached a man in a 
Newcastle United shirt. 

“Oh, come on, mate. A Geordie’s bound 
io be interested in a fanzine !” I said to 
him. But he looked puzzled, and replied, 
“What’s a Geordie ? You're the third 
person to call me that tonight 1” Anybody 
who doesn’t know what a Geordie is, 
shouldn’t be wearing the sacred shirt, in 
my opinion ! 
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The Foundation Foods Silver Boot 
competition that was advertised in 
last months magazine has been 
renamed “The Foundation Travel 
Silver Boot Competition’, Kieran 
Cooper informed me last week. 


Nm 
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Whilst hovering around Suncorp 
Stadium before the Sydney 
United garne last month, waiting 
for unsuspecting football 
supporters to prey upon, i 
noticed a couple of new signs that 
had appeared on the wall at the 
entrance to Gate 2. 

The first one read as follows ... 


“Flares and Rockets are. 
prohibited. Offenders will be 
prosecuted”. 


Fair enough - they could be used 
as weapons, | suppose. 

But the second one puzzled me. 
“No national flags permitted other 
than the Australian flag”. 

Has Pauline Hansen taken over 
from Pat in the marketing 
department ? 
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Next Month, in 
The Farr Post... 


Three months after an angry Peter Williamson 
sent us his letter about the Q.8.F. restructure we 
took a drive down the coast to see if he’d calmed 
down, and find out his plans for the future. 


Full reports on the highlights of the Foundation 
Travel Silver Boot competition. 


A look at Womens football here in Queensland. 


The March 1997 issue (number 6) will be 
on sale from the weekend of the 7/8/9th 
at the Strikers v Marconi game and 
(hopefully) at the XXXX Premier League 
grounds. Ask your nearest club for 
information. 


Due to our increase in size from 16 to 
24 pages we are having to put our 
prices up. From next month a copy of 
The Farr Post will cost two of your 
hard-earned dollars. 


The opinions given within these 
pages are those of the individual 
contributors, and The Farr Post 
accepts no responsibility if people 
don’t like reading the truth. 


The Farr Post, 

c/- Sports Print 

PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, 

QLD 4171. 

Fax: 3899 0497 
Mob: 0411 367 357 


March 1997 


Number 6 
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Rochedale Rovers win the 


Foundation Travel Silver 
Boot Competition 


The 1997 Foundation Travel Silver Boot 
Competition was won by Rochedale Rov- 
es on Sunday, 23rd February when they 
defented Taringa Rovers 3-1 in a very 
physical encounter. Rochedale took the 
lead in the second minute through Clayton 
Koch, when he brought the ball in from 
the left, and the defence seemed to open 
lip for him. His shot from 15 metres was 
greeted with huge roars from the 
Rochedale Rovers “Choir” who never 
Mopped singing throughout the game. 

Although a goal down Taringa played some 
Qood football, as they knocked the ball about 
with plenty of confidence. But it was 
Rochedales physical presence that forced the 
Taringa errors in midfield, and just before half 
fime Koch doubled his tally when his half-vol- 
ley, this time from the tight, was only going to 


end up in one place. 

Just after half-time Rochedale lost Koch and 
midfielder Peter Grierson to injury, and Taringa 
seemed to gain the upper hand for the next 
twenty minutes or so. But a long ball from the 
back in the 72nd minute put striker Kieran 
Cooper on his way, and claims for hand ball as 
he controlled the bouncing ball off his chest 
were turned down by the officials, and he held 
off a strong challenge to score, and virtually 
seal the game for the home side. 

In the finat minute Des Hughes scored a con- 
solation goal for Taringa, but by that time it 
was all over. The teams can now take off the 
kid gloves and prepare for business in the 
XXXX Premier League which kicks off on the 
7th March, when Rochedale entertain Wynnum 
District, and Taringa host new boys the 
Bundaberg Waves the following Sunday (9th). 
(Full competition results on pages 5 and 6.) 


Free Car Sticker !!! 


An interview with Peter Williamson 
of the Gold Coast City Soccer Club 


Rum City News 


Second part of our look at the XXXX 
Premier League clubs 


The Full Q.S.F. divisional structure 
for 1997 


"Football's not a matter of life 
or death, it's much more 
important than that." 

The late, great Bill Shankly. 


